ACCEPT NO SUBSTI TUTES
Ten Values That Build Strong Famlies - Part 2
Exodus 20: 4-5
Ri ck Warren

Last week we started a new series that I'mcalling Ten Values to
Build Strong Fam lies and we're | ooking at the Ten Conmandnents.
Today we're going to |look at the 2nd commandnent and how it wll
build our famlies and make them stronger.

Exodus 20:4-5 "You shall not make any idols, you nust never bow
to an image or worship it in any way."

This is one thing that Jews, Mslens and Christians all agree on,
the Ten Commandnents. Everybody accepts that these are what God
wants us to live by. The second commandnent says two things:
don't idolize anything and worship God only.

. DON T I DOLI ZE ANYTHI NG

VWhat is an idol? An idol is anything that takes the focus off
God and puts it on sonething else. Wen anything is first in ny
life that is not God it's an idol even if its good. \Wat does it
mean to idolize? In this sense it nmeans to val ue sonething nore
than God. Sone people park their idols in their garage. sone
peopl e dock their idols at Dana Point Marina. Sone people put
their idols in their safe deposit box. But even today we have to
deal with idols.

It's interesting, archaeologists tell us in every culture

t hroughout history there have been idols. Statues, little gods,
goddesses -- things like this. There is the desire of man, for
sone reason, to turn objects or people or things into objects of
wor ship. God says don't do that.

In Bible tinmes there were three primary idols. There was Baal
who was the god of sex. There was Manmon who was the god of
noney. And there was Mol ech who was the god of violence. W
don't have those nental idols today, we just pay billions of
dollars today to go to novies to watch sex, violence and noney.
it's the sanme things. |In those days, their idols were nade of
stone, brick, rock, clay, wood or netal. Today we have nental

i mges not netal images. The shrine that you find in a |lot of
homes in the Oient, the shrine in Arerica is the little box that
you plug in called the TV. Every night when we turn it on we see
our idols on TV. W don't worship objects as nuch as we worship
i mges, images of success, inmages of wealth, inmages of status,

i mges of sensuality. It's very difficult to raise your kids in
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an environnent where the society is saying, these are the nobst
inmportant things in life and you're trying to say, no there are
ot her values that are nore inportant. So you have to teach your
ki ds the di sadvant ages of idols.

In Deut. 4 "For your own good don't sin by making an idol in any
format all." GCrcle the phrase "for your own good". He says
for your own good don't make an idol. Today we wear our idols on
T-shirts. People proudly proclaimwhat they're conmtted to.

God says for your own good don't idolize anything or anyone.

Why ?

1. |ldols will disappoint ne.

They al ways prom se nore than they can deliver. Jerem ah 10: 14
"Those who nmeke idols are disillusioned because the gods they

made are false and lifeless.” On TV it says War our |abel and
you' Il be popul ar, buy our product and you'll be successful,
drink our beer and it doesn't get any better than this, buy our
t oot hpaste and you' Il have sex appeal. They always prom se nore

than they can deliver.

Have you ever ordered sonething through a mail order catal og and
when you got it you were disappointed with what you got? Anytine
you put any person, any thing, any product in the place of God,
anytime you expect any one to solve all your problens or
guarantee all your happiness you' re going to be di sappoi nted.

| dols will always di sappoi nt you.

2. ldols will dom nate you

I f you don't watch out for it they end up controlling your life.
"Before you knew Christ you were controlled by dead idols, who
al ways | ed you astray.” Circle "controlled" and "al ways | ed
astray". It says there are two inevitable effects when you | ove
sonet hi ng nore than God:

1) The thing you love nore than God will begin to control
you. The word we use today for idols is the word "addi cti on”
You can be addicted to your work, to sex, to sports, to
numer ous things besides al cohol or drugs. But eventually it
runs your |ife when you | ove sonething nore than you | ove God.

People say "I can give it up at any tinme." Then why don't
you. It will domnate your life and it wll distract your
life.
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2) You will be led astray, you | ose your perspective when
sonet hing takes place in your life that ought to be where God
is. How many people by the lure of a pronotion were led to
neglect their famly at a crucial tine in the kids lives? O
for the prom se of fanme conpromised their integrity? O for
the profit notive they threw their convictions out the door.
God says if you don't watch out, an idol, anything that you

| ove nore than God will distract you and you will |ose your
values. It wll domnate your life. You may never have
realized this but if you allow a person in your life to so
control your |life by their approval or disapproval (you al ways
control your actions by whether they approve of it or not) if
you allow themto control you and chose what's right for you
even if it's the wong thing, that's not just called co-
dependency, that's called idolatry. |It's making that person
god. The nunber one way to break a co-dependency is 1) put
God first in your life and 2) give your ultimate devotion to
H m and not to anybody el se.

3. ldols wll deformyou

They will change you. They'll warp you, you will |ose your

uni queness that God gave you because you becone |ike what you

val ue nost. Psalm 115:8 "Those who nmake idols becone |like them
and so will those who trust in them" W shape an idol and it
ends up shaping us. You will becone |ike whatever is first place
in your life. So you better reserve that spot for God or you're
going to get deformed from being what God neant for you to be in
the first place.

One tine a rich young ruler cane to Jesus. He was a yuppie. He
said "What nmust | do to follow Christ? Wat nust | do to have
eternal life?" Jesus says to this yuppie, "CGo, sell everything
you' ve got and give it to the poor and cone follow ne." It's
interesting that not one other tine in the Bible did Jesus say
that to anybody. He only said it to him \Wy? Because Jesus
knew what was the idol in his life and that was his bank account.
He went straight to the heart of the issue and said, You've got
another god in your life and if you really want to foll ow M,
gi ve up what you've got and cone, follow Me. Be wlling to |et
go of anything for Me to be first in your life. It says that
this yuppie counted the cost, decided it wasn't worth it and
wal ked away sadly and did not follow Hm

What do you need to give up? Wiat is it that you' re holding on
to that's keeping you frombeing all God wants you to be? "I
don't want to let go of this relationship; | knowit's not right
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but I don't want to let go of it." "I know this career is not
right but 1"'mgoing to hold onto it.” "I know this habit isn't
right, but 1'mgoing to hold on toit." It's anidol. |If God

tells you to give up sonething and you can't let go of it, you
don't own it, it owns you

Have you ever thought of how big a fifty dollar bill |ooks in
church when you're giving an offering and how small it |ooks at
the grocery store? Wy does it | ook so big when I'mgoing to
give it to God?

(A famly was going home fromchurch and the father was
conpl ai ning about the service: the sernon was too |ong, the
music was too |loud, the roomwas too hot. And he was griping and
conpl ai ning when the son in the back seat said, "Dad, | didn't
think it was such a bad show for a buck.")

Do you renenber the 3rd in the Indiana Jones series, the Last
Crusade? In the last scene they find the holy grail. Then there
is an earthquake, the earth splits and the |ady who's been trying
to get the grail through the whole show, falls down into a
crevice. She's either got to grab the grail or let go. They're
sayi ng, Save your life! But she reaches after the wong thing
and |l oses her |ife. She couldn't let go. Idols wll distract
you, dom nate you, disappoint you, and wll eventually destroy
you if you don't watch out. So God says, "For your own good
don't let anything get first place in your life -- career,
girlfriend, dream not anything, keep Me first."

1. WORSH P ONLY GOD!

How does this apply to our famlies? Have you ever heard anybody
say, "I worship the ground she wal ks on." God says "Wrship only
Me". Worship neans give ny highest |ove and devotion. Only God
deserves ny highest loyalty. Not any person, any career, any
thing, only God deserves that because He nade ne. Unfortunately,
nmost people are |ike the people tal ked about in Romans 1 "Many
exchange the truth about God for a lie; they worship and serve
what God has created instead of the Creator hinself." Do you
know anybody that does that? They are all out at the beach this
week. Recreation. MIllions of people are "weaking creation”
right now. They are worshiping the creation rather than the
creator. They're not in church.

It blew ny mnd when | thought about the crazy things that people
will worship -- intelligent rational human beings. They wll
worship nature -- the radical environnentalists will worship



ACCEPT NO SUBSTI TUTES 5
Ten Values That Build Strong Famlies - Part 2

trees and nature. They will worship pyram ds, good |uck charns,
stars, astrology, crystals (look to it for guidance and power).
VWhat in the world would nmake intelligent, rational human bei ngs
do such stupid things?

There are three notives behind idols. Wy would people want to
make God into a statue or a formthat they can bow down to?

1. 1t is an attenpt to limt God's |ocation.
If | can put God in a statue or if | can put Hmin a place, like
God is only at church, or if I can put Hmin a crystal or in
sonething like that then I know exactly where God is. |If | don't
want Hmto be around, | just leave Hm In fact, | don't really
want God around ne all the tinme, so if |I have Hmin a crystal, a
little box, | can just shut the door and He can't see what |I'm
doing. It nmakes ne feel a whole lot better. | don't want Cod
goi ng everywhere | go. | don't want H m seeing everything | do.
But He does. |If | can put God on ny shelf or only at church,
then I can think, 1've got H munder control -- it's limting Hs
| ocati on.
2. It's an attenpt to reduce H's power and size.
l"mgoing to whittle Hmdown to size. |If I've got God in a

statue, in alittle box or an idea (God's only in the Bible) then
it's less inposing, |ess threatening, He's not everywhere and He
can't do everything. He's nore convenient and nore nanageabl e.
We have reversed Genesis 1:27 that says "Let us nake man in our

i mge" and now we're saying, Let us make God in our imge. W
want to make God like us. Instead of "This is the day the Lord's
made" we say "this is the Lord, the day has made."

People say "My idea of God is..." | want to ask "What nade you
the authority?" Just because you think God is a certain way
doesn't nean it's right. You better know the real facts. |
could say I think God's a frog, that doesn't nean it's right.
What you're doing is you' re shaping God to your own standards.
It's a whole | ot easier to change ny inmage of God than it is to
change ne.

So if God says, "Don't conmt adultery" | just change ny inmage of
God. | say "I don't think God cares about that and He kind of

wi nks at imorality.” A lot of people change their theol ogy
because they can't justify their lifestyle any other way. W
want to make God like us. God calls that idolatry.
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The little girl was drawing a picture at school and she said,

"I"'mdrawing a picture of God." The teacher said, "But nobody
knows what God | ooks like." The girl said, "They will when | get
through.” That's harmless for a kid but a lot of adults are
doing that. 1'Il make God in ny inmage so He justifies ny
lifestyle and | don't have to worry bout it. W want God in our
lives but we want Hmin small, preneasured doses. W don't want
this thing to get out of control, out of hand. | want just

enough God to bless nme but | don't want Hmto run nmy life.

Really what | want is a genie. That's what nost people want.
Not a god but a genie.

3. That's the third reason they have idols, they want to control
God. -
When you have an idol, the worshiper has nore control than the
person being worshiped. A lot of people want a god that they can
mani pul at e.

Like the little boy who wanted a new bicycle and told his nom
She said "Wiy don't you pray about it?" He decided he would
wite a letter to Jesus "Dear Jesus, | want a new bicycle and
|"ve been perfect for the |last year." He knew that wasn't wite
so he crunpled the page and threw it away. "Dear Jesus, |'ve
been a good boy nost of the tinme." He knew that wasn't right so
he threw that away. "Dear Jesus, | want to be a good boy." He
new that wasn't right either, so he threw that away. He goes
into the living room grabs the statue of Mary, waps it up in a
towel and throw it under the bed. Then he wites, "If you ever
want to see your nother again..."

| know an awful lot of adults who try to do that in an adult way.
They try to mani pulate God. "God, You owe ne this." "GCod,

demand this." You don't demand anything and you don't nmanipul ate
God. That's not the way God says we do it. W worship H monly.

There are three benefits of worshiping God only, putting H m
first in our lives.

1. I T WLL DELIGHT ME -- fulfillnent

When you put God first in your life and you love Hmfirst, Cod
says you will experience all the fulfillment in life that you' ve
been | ooking for in other places.



ACCEPT NO SUBSTI TUTES 7
Ten Values That Build Strong Famlies - Part 2

Ps. 37:4 "Seek your happiness in the Lord and He will give you
your heart's desire."” Look at that promse. He says if | seek
nmy happiness in the Lord, not in other things, but in the Lord,
God will give ne ny heart's desire. That is a guarantee. He
says, Try it; put Me first, and love Me first and worship Me
first and watch if | don't bring the fulfillnment you' ve al ways
wanted in life.

So many people |I've talked to have said, "My only regret is that
| wish | had given ny life to Christ sooner because all the
things I was looking for in fulfillnment were there in H mand |
was just |looking in the wong places.”

Romans 10: 11 "Whoever believes in Hmw Il not be disappointed.”

Accept no substitute. Don't settle for an imge of God. An
imge is a shadow of the real thing.

2. 1T WLL DELIVER ME -- freedom

The bi bl e says you will experience freedomlike you' ve never felt

if you will put God in first place in your life. Incredible
freedom
Jesus said, "If you obey ny teaching you will know the truth and

the truth will set you free."
"I'f the Son sets you free, you will be really free."

Wiy is it when | put God first innmy life and in ny famly it
sets ny famly free?

1) I no longer have to worry bout the approval of other people
cause I'monly focusing on pleasing God. | don't have to

pl ease 30 people -- you can't. "God, I'"'mgoing to live for an
audi ence of One. You're nunber one in ny life and I wll
focus on doi ng what You say because that wll always be the
right thing." It's so relaxing. It sets you free fromthe
expect ati ons and approval of others.

2) It sets ne free. You're set free fromyour past. |'ve
been conpletely forgiven. | don't carry those regrets any
nmore. |I'mset free in the present, | have a new power to
break the habits | couldn't break on my omm. I'mfree in the
future, I"'mnot afraid of dying, | know where I"'mgoing. |'m

free in the past, present, and future. That is real freedom
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3) It will develop ne. Wen | put God first inny life it
devel ops ne, it hel ps ne develop ny potential, becone the
uni que person God net for nme to be in the first place. You
wi |l becone |ike what you | ove.

"As the spirit of the Lord works with us, we becone nore and
nmore like Hm" \Whatever you | ove you' re going to becone

i ke. Watever you worship you' re going to becone like. |If
you | ove noney you're going to becone materialistic. |[|f you
wor ship yourself, you're going to becone nore selfish. |If you

worship Christ, love Christ, you're going to becone |ike H m
That's what God wants you to beconme. He wants you to devel op
the characteristics of Christ -- love, joy, peace and all the
ot her characteristics of Jesus Christ.

It develops you to your full potential. You can't becone all
God wants you to be and your famly can't be all you want it
to be without putting Hmfirst in your life.

St eve and Conni e Rut enbar:

Steve: Connie and | noved to Mssion Viejo twelve years ago. |If
any of you were around at the tinme you couldn't ride the
freeway, open the Register or LA Tines w thout seeing an
advertisenent fromthe Mssion Viejo conpany that said "cone
live the California promse" that ad was designed for the
Rut enbar famly. W bought into it entirely. W bought a
home, started up a business, began our famly and God bl essed
us with three wonderful children. W started living and
seeking after the California prom se.

W didn't at that tinme consider ourselves idol worshipers by
any nmeans. But according to Rick's definition, we're going to
have to adjust that. W were definitely an idol worshiper. |
and Connie and trusted in the Lord early in our lives in our
chi |l dhood. W had grown up in Christian famlies that honored
the Lord. W had net each other at a Christian University and
married at that tinme. The problemfor nme was not know ng
God's word -- | had been taught God's word and sought out and
understood God's word. The problemfor ne personally was

appl ying God's word and knowi ng how to apply it.

I n about 1983 when our second child Kyle came along we really
t oget her began to question whether the California prom se was
all it was cracked up to be. W began to see a |ot of our
nei ghbors and friends falling apart at the seans. It was
frightening to ne personally to see dear friends of ours and
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their marriages splitting up. It was during that crisis and
guestioning period in our lives that a friend of ours told us
about a little church that was at that tinme neeting over at
Laguna Hills H gh School and this pastor R ck Warren who was
t eachi ng each Sunday about how to apply God's word into your
life. So after not really going to church for a nunber of
years we decided to go and give this church a try. It was
amazing to me how God's word just filled ny heart. It really
hit me like an arrow which struck out fromthis pulpit into
the mddle of ny heart. Over the next weeks | couldn't
bel i eve how anxious | was to cone back the next week and hear
God' s nessage taught because it hit ne so personally. There
were a nunber of times | accused Connie of calling Rick up
during the week and giving himall our personal secrets. |
felt he was witing his sernon about ne, it was that personal.

It was during those weeks and nont hs ahead that |ights began
to come on in our lives. W began to try in baby steps to
practice the habits of the Christian |ife and wal k the
Christian |life and God of course encouraged us as a parent
encourages a child.

Anot her huge turning point canme three years ago when after
nmont hs of discussion, Connie and | decided to sell our
busi nesses and go into full tinme service and we were really
seeki ng where God woul d have us serve and he | ed us
m racul ously to this church to begin serving full tinme. |
really struggled personally during that tine. | ama son of a
m ni ster and for 37 years |'ve struggled with this concept:
If | can't preach the way ny dad preaches |'mreally not fit
for mnistry or if I can't communi cate the way Pastor Rick
communi cates how could I call nyself a mnister. Wnderfully
over the last three years Jesus has taught ne and taught us
that Hs requirement for mnistry is not for me to be |ike
Rick or ny dad; He wants ne to be just the way He created ne.
God gave ne spiritual gifts |ike no other person. He gave ne
a passion and abilities and a personality and |ife experiences
that are |ike nobody el se. That has taken trenendous guilt
off me and really let ne be Steve Rutenbar. | don't have to
be like Billy G aham or anybody el se.

It's been wonderful over the |ast few years to see the
transformation in our famly fromfollow ng after the
California dream and the California prom se and begin to
follow God's promses in life.

Connie: As we try to do that we're learning as we go and we're
rai sing our three children seeing what a difference it makes
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putting Christ at the center of our lives. W can try to
teach themfrom what we've | earned over the |ast few years but
then we realize that they really learn by our exanple to them
That's what really keeps us on our toes and we work together
on it.

Qur kids are our nunber one mnistry right now, our famly.

We enjoy serving in other areas of the church also but the
first priority is our famly. W see how God affects that.
Three things cane to ny mnd that really hel ps out in that
situation. One, we can pray for our famly and even when we
make m stakes we know that God is always there caring for each
one of us. The second thing is, that |I don't have to worry.

| love ny famly so nmuch and yet | don't have to worry day to
day because | know that God is in control and H's love is much
nmore than | could ever give them And then, |I'mso glad that
we're followng God's rules and not our own rules as parents,
because we'd hate to have to set that perfect exanple for our
kids that Christ has already set for us. It makes it so much
easi er when we put Christ first and realize that it is H's
rules that we're followng. W can study the Bible and go to
church together. Steve and | teach the kids and work on
together trying to learn what is inportant in life, what we've
| earned being in business and what is inportant in people.
It's wonderful being here at the church to see how we can show
our kids what is inportant in people and how we can serve them
and then what is inportant in the things we have and how we
use t hem

It is not easy building a famly on God's val ues when everything
else in society is saying "These are the val ues you ought to
idolize" as in the California prom se. Sone of you are saying
"I mChristian and our hone is Christian. W don't have any
idols in our honme." You m ght have themin your heart. You can
have internal idols or external idols. Mst of us don't have
little statues hanging around that we bow down to. They are not
idols of netal but they are nental idols.

How do you inagine God as relates to your |ife is a question you
need to settle. 1Is it the inage that God wants nme to have or is
soneone el se's inmage of God? Sone people have an image of God as
an unpl easabl e parent, that God sets up there and if you get
straight A's and one B, He says, "That's not good enough." Sone
peopl e have an image of God as an angry step-parent who doesn't
want you around and couldn't care | ess about your life. There
are others who have an i mage of God as a feebl e grandparent who

|l ets you get away with nmurder because he couldn't stop you if he
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wanted to. All of those are false inages. All of those are
idols. God wants you to know Hmas He really, really is.

So what is God really like? How do I know what God is really
like. God wants you to know H mand He wants you to know it so
clearly that He cane to earth in human form so we coul d know what
He is like. Two thousand years ago He cane to earth so we could
relate to Hmin the formof Jesus Christ. | can't relate to
sone big spirit in the sky. Wen | ook at Jesus | can say,
"that is what God is like."

"Christ is the visible image of the invisible God." Do you want
to know what God is |like? It's real sinple. Look at Jesus.

One day a guy naned Philip cane to Jesus and said, "Show us what
God is like, show us the Father." Jesus said, "If you' ve seen Me
you' ve seen the Father."” |It's that clear. Wen you | ook at
Jesus and His life that's how you get to know God. He cane to
earth. I|If he wanted to comunicate to ants He woul d have becone
an ant. |If He wanted to communi cate to dogs, He woul d have
become a dog. But He wanted to comrunicate to people so He
becanme a person. You get to know God by getting to know Jesus
Chri st.

So in building this famly, a strong famly that's going to | ast,
buil ding a strong personal life, you' ve got to settle these first
two issues.

One, put God first in every area of your life and two, today, get
to know the real imge of God by getting to know Jesus Chri st.

I f you haven't done that | challenge you and urge you to get to
know H mtoday. Just pray a sinple prayer, "Jesus Christ | want
to know you. Cone into ny life. | want to foll ow you as best
know how." Trust H mfor Who He is.
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Exodus 20:4-5 (LB) "You shall not make any idols ... you nust
never bow to an image or worship it in any way."
2 Principles

DON T "1 DCLI ZE'® ANYTHI NG

"ldolize" - to sonet hi ng nore than God.
"For your own good ... don't sin by making an idol in any
format all.”

Deut. 4:15-16 (GN)

Why ?

1. | dols will

"...those who nake idols are disillusioned because the gods
they nake are false and lifeless.”

Jer. 10:14 (QN)

"What's the use of an idol? It's only sonething a man has
made. Wat good does it do ... to trust it?
Hab 2:18 (G\)

2. | dols will

... (before you knew Christ) you were controlled by dead
idols, who always |led you astray." | Cor. 12:2 (Q\)

3. ldols wll

"Those who make idols will becone like them and so will those
who trust in them"

Ps. 115:8 (Q\)
"They worshi ped worthl ess things and becane worthl ess

t hensel ves. "
Jer. 2:5 (&)







WORSHI P ONLY GOD!

"Worship" -- to give ny highest

"(Many) exchange the truth about God for a lie; they worship
and serve what God has created i nstead of the Creator
hi nsel fI"

Rom 1:25 (GN)

The Benefits of Wrshiping Only God
1. I T

"Seek your happiness in the Lord and He will give you your
heart's desire.
Ps. 37:4 (&)

"Whoever believes in Hmw |l not be disappointed.”
Rom 10: 11 (GN)

2. 1T

Jesus said, "If you obey ny teaching ... you will know the
truth and the truth wll set you free." John 8:31-32

"I'f the Son sets you free, you will be really free."

John 8: 36

3. IT

"As the Spirit of the Lord works with us, we becone nore and
nmore like Hm"

2 Cor. 3:18b (LB)

"We arrive at maturity -- that neasure of devel opnent which is
meant by "the fullness of Christ.""

Eph 4:13-15 (Ph)

"Christ is the visible image of the invisible God."

Col. 1:5



