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James 4:13-17

Everyoneisinterested in the future. James warns us about common mistakes we make regarding
the future.

3COMMON MISTAKESTO AVOID

MISTAKE #1:
"Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year
there, carry on business, and make money." (vs. 13)

THE SOLUTION:

"Instead, you ought to say, “IF it isthe Lord'swill, we will live and do this or that." (vs. 15)
"We may make our plans, but God has the last word.” Prov. 16:1 (GN)

"We should make plans -- counting on God to direct us." Prov. 16:9 (LB)

MISTAKE #2:

"Why, you don't even know what will happen tomorrow. What isyour life? You are a mist
that appearsfor alittle while and then vanishes. Asitis, you boast and brag. All such
boastingisevil." (vs. 14 & 16)

Ps. 39:4-6; Ps. 102:3, 11; Job 4:7,9; Ps. 103:15

"Come," each onecries, "... Let usdrink our fill of beer! And tomorrow will be like today, or
even better!" Isaiah 56:12

"Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth.”
Prov. 27:1

THE SOLUTION:




"So don't be anxious about tomorrow -- God will take care of your tomorrow, too. Live one
day at atime." Matt. 6:34 (LB)

MISTAKE #3:
" Anyone then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it sins." (vs. 17)

THE SOLUTION:

"Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it isin your power to act. Do not
say to your neighbor, "Come back later; I'll give it tomorrow' -- when you now have it with
you." Prov. 3:27-28

Luke 12:16-20 -- A foolish man

"RIGHT NOW God isready to welcome you. TODAY Heis ready to save you!" 2
Cor. 6:2 (LB)
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We're going to look at James 4:13-17 today and see what James has to say about “How to Face Y our
Future” Americans have dways been aforward-looking people. An artidein U.S. News and World
Report said right now we' re obsessed with the future. We want to know what's going to happen next,
next year, next decade, next century. We're preoccupied with the future. 1t's amazing how people try
al kinds of different thingsto try to forecast the future: tea leaves, fortune cookies, astrology, pdm
reading. We try many different ways to get agrasp on the future. We read books, subscribe to
seminars that forecast the economic predictions. We attend conferences and seminars on planning and
god stting. What isthe Chrigtian viewpoint toward the future? How am | to relate toward what
happens? What should be my reaction to that?

Jamesin this passage talks about how to face the future. He says there are three mistakes that are
commonly made that we should be avare of. He gives usawarning. He says plan for your future but
be aware of these three mistakes.

Heillugrates the first mistake with atypica conversation between a couple of businessmen. One guy
has his MBA from the University of Jerusalem and the other isthe CEO of a Td-Aviv 500 company.
They're taking and discussing their plans. Inv. 13 we drop into their conversation, " Now listen you
who say, Today or Tomorrow. We will go to thisor that city, spend a year there, carry on
business and make money." What's wrong with this? People make plansevery day. Thesearejust a
couple of entrepreneurs, go-getters. Thereis detail in the business plan; they have it al planned ouit.
When? Today or tomorrow. Where? This or that city. How long? Well spend ayear there. What?
WEell carry on business. Why? Make money. What's wrong with this? The Bible doesn't condemn
making alegitimate profit. The Bible taksalot about planning too. This man has planned everything.
His purpose, the place, the progress. He's got al the bases covered. What's wrong here?

1. Jamessaysthefirst common mistake we makeis PLANNING WITHOUT GOD.

Theres not asingle mention of God in this entire business plan. He knew what he wanted, he knew how
to get there, but he didn't check it out with God first. Don't misunderstand. The Bible talks about
planning. "No man goes out and builds a house without first considering how much it's going to
cost." And the book of Proverbs says over and over again that if | don't plan I'm afool. It'swiseto
plan. He's not talking about planning, he's talking about presumption without God. It's greet to have
dreams, it's grest to have goals -- aslong asyou include God, aslong as you pray about it. There's
nothing wrong with what he did -- dl of these things arefine. It'swhat he forgot to do. He forgot to
include God. His attitude was one of sdf-sufficency.

Artidein Readers Digest by Alexander Saul: "Since | have spent wdl nigh fifty years working on the
history of the Russian Revolution, in the process I've collected hundreds of persond testimonies, read



HOW TO FACE YOUR FUTURE
Deveoping A Faith That Works- Part 12 of 15

hundreds of books, contributed eight volumes of my own. But if | were asked today to formulate as
precisaly as possible the main cause of the ruinous revolution that swallowed up some sixty million
Russians, | could not put it more accurately than to repeet the phrase, "Men have forgotten God.' What
ismoreif | were caled upon to identify the principle trait of the entire Twentieth Century | would be
unable to reflect anything more precise than this satement, "Men have forgotten God.™

Thisiswhat Jamesistaking about. Y ou can be abdiever and forget God in your daly life. | know a
lot of people who love the Lord with dl their heart but when it comes to planning their business or
career or their school education they are practical atheists. It's sad to meet somebody who says, "l
don't believein God. | don't believe He exists." It's sadder to find somebody who says, "I believe He
exists" but then acts like He doesn't exist. He doesn't make any plansinvolving the Lord. He just goes
off on hisown asif dl depends on him.

You say, "l bedievein God." Does He have asay in your business? "I dorit beieve in mixing busness
and faith." All busnessis God's busnessif youre abdiever. Don't plan without God. That's
presumptuous. Planning without God is practical atheiam.

What's the solution? Include God in your god setting. v. 15 "Instead, you ought to say, “If it isthe
Lord'swill, wewill live and do thisor that." Circle"if". Have you redized that even the best lad
plans of mice and men often fdl through? Therés athing called Murphy's Law. If things can go wrong,
they will. Countonit! Lifeisjust onebigif. Rightinthemiddleof LIFEisIF. Liferedly is pretty if-fy.
| don't know what's going to happen tomorrow, you don't either. | can make an educated guess. But
planning without God is presumptuous.

The gtarting point in facing the future isto say, "God, what do you want me to do. What do Y ou want
me not to do." Planning without prayer is presumptuous. He says we should preface al of our planning
with the phrase, "if the Lord wills'. Couldn't that become a dliche? Of course. You could trividizeiit.
But he's not saying that. He's saying that the whole attitude of our life should be "It's up to God.
Whatever He wants me to do iswhat | want." It'sjust agood reminder.

Chrigtians for hundreds of years used to write the initids D.V. at the end of their letters. They'd Sgn
their name and then write D.V.. They stood for the Latin phrase "Deo Vdente' -- "Lord willing'".
James says that ought to be our responseto life. 1t's OK to plan but include God in your plans and goa
SHting.

There are three possible responses to God's will:

1. | can makereferencetoit. That'swhat he's saying here. | admit that God has awill and |
accept it, acknowledge it, make referencetoit.

2. | can show deferencetoit. | redly want God'swill and | accept it into my life.

3. | can show preference for it. More than anything ese | want God's will in my life. What
God wants -- that's my plan. | deeply desireiit.
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Proverbs 16:1 "We may make our plans, but God has the last word." Man proposes, God
disposes. Proverbs 16:9 "We should make plans - counting on God to direct us." Stop praying
"God blesswhat I'm doing”. Don't pray that anymore. God, 1've made my plans. I've worked them dl
out now You blessthem. Ingtead pray, "God, help meto do what Y ou're blessing.” God isdoing alot
of fantadtic thingsin the world. | just want to be in on them. Help me to do what Y ou're blessing. |
don't want my plans. | want Your plansin my life because Y our planswill provide successin my life.

Planning without God is the first mistake. Y ou overcomeit by including God in your god setting.

2. The second mistakeis PRESUMING ABOUT TOM ORROW.

Taking it for granted, assuming I'm going to live forever, I've got the rest of my life. v. 14 & 16 "Why
you don't even know what will happen tomorrow. What isyour life? You are a mist that appears
for alittle while and then vanishes. Asitis, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil."

There are a couple reasons we shouldn't presume about the future and assume that we've got

tomorrow.

1) Lifeis unpredictable "you don't even know". None of us know what's going to happen tonight
much less next year. All we can do is make guesses. Lifeisso unpredictable. A war could start, the
economy could turn around, your friends could leave you. None of us know what's going to happen in
life. Lifeissounpredictable. Many of you work on commission, or you are sdf-employed. You go
from feast to famine in your income. One day it's great and the next day it's the pits. Y ou don't have
any assurance. There is no guarantee of perpetua success. None of usdo. Redlize that you can't
presume on tomorrow.

We shouldn't let that frighten us, that life is uncertain. Don't worry about it or be afraid. Just let it
cause you to trust God more. Let it cause you to be more dependent on God. Y ou don't know what's
going to happen in your life or your business. It just forces you to trust God more. Lifeis unpredictable.

2) Lifeisbrief. "you areamist” “Mig" in Greek is"amos' where we get the word
"amosphere’. Your lifeislikefog; it rallsin, in the morning but it burns off by noon. Who knows how
long we're going to live? None of usdo.

How does the Bible describe your life? It uses phraseslike aleaf, grass, shadow, cloud, puff of
smoke, vapor. 1'm only one heartbeat away from eternity. | don't know how long I'm going to live.
Lifeisshort. It goes so fast from hot whedlsto whedlchair. Digpers - Dignity - Decay. Lifesbrief.
Watch out and don't presume you have the rest of your life. Don't take tomorrow for granted.

Isaiah 56:12 " Come," each one cries, "...Let usdrink our fill of beer! And tomorrow will be
like today, or even better!" Do you know anybody with that kind of attitude? Lifeisgreat! Let's
party! Let'sget drunk! Bring on the beer! The guyswho say this have a bumper sticker on their camd!:
"It's party time in Jerusdem!™ Liveit up and have fun. Were going to live forever. James saysthat'sa
dumb attitude toward life. Y ou can't presume that tomorrow is going to be just the same astoday. You
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can't presume that you're going to live to be 100. Proverbs 27:1 " Do not boast about tomorrow, for
you do not know what a day may bring forth.” We love to announce our plans, to make our goals
and declarethem. Next year I'm going to double my income!  Next year I'm going to take over three
territoriest Announcing agod can ether be a tatement of faith or it can be a statement of arrogance.
What makes the difference? Y our motive. Why are you saying what you're saying? God saysit's great
to have gods but check in with Mefirst. Let me share with you what | think your goas ought to be.
Don't presume on tomorrow.

What's the solution? Matthew 6:34 (LB) " So don't be anxious about tomorrow -- God will take
care of your tomorrow too. Liveoneday at atime." Liveoneday at atime, that's how God says
to face the future. The future could be overwheming but fortunately it comes in bite-Size pieces, a 24-
hour segment a atime.

Plan for the future but you can only live now. | can't live the future, | can only livetoday. Plan for the
future but take advantage of the present. "Life is what happens to us while were planning something
ds" Were dways planning what's going to hgppen in January and miss Christmas.

Today isthe Good Old Days you're going to talk about in 15 years. Enjoy now. Make the most of
now. Don't make the mistake of planning without God. Don't make the mistake of presuming about
tomorrow. | don't know if I've got next week, much less next year. | shouldn't just assumeit.

Spencer Johnson, the man who wrote the book The One Minute Manager wrote another book called
The Perfect Present. In this book he said the perfect present isliterally the perfect present. The present
time. That'sdl | have. That'sdl | haveto giveto thisworld. Not next hour or next month but right
now. That'sthe gift that God has given to me so | ought to useit. That'sdl | have -- the present.

Just because the future is uncertain and unsure and brief, doesn't mean you get dl uptight and get
pardyzed with panic and worry. It's the motivation to trust God more. Y ou put your trust in God --
that's how you face the future. "1 don't know what the future holds, but I know Who holds the future.”
That's what counts. David said in Psalm 35:15 "Lord, my days are in your hands.” Commitment --
that's what James says. Don't make the mistake of planning without God and don't make the mistake of
presuming about tomorrow. Insteed, include God in your planning and make the most of today. Live
lifeoneday a atime.

3. A third common mistakeisPUTTING OFF DOING GOOD.
" Anyone then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it sins." (v. 17)

Jamesis talking about the issue of procragtination. "I'm intending to do it." Ever met somebody who is
dways"amingtodoit." | dwayswant to say, "When are you going to pull the trigger?'

Procradingtion ismy sin,
It only caused me sorrow
| know | ought to change my ways,
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Infact | will -- tomorrow.

Weloveto put off. James saysthat'satrap. Just because you know the right thing to do doesn't mean
youregoing to doiit.

How do you define sSn? Wethink of evil activities: murder, commit adultery, chedt, lie, sed. Those
aregnsof commission. But there's another kind of Sn -- gnsof omisson. " To him who knows to do
good and doesn't doit, it'ssin.” | can do nothing and gtill sin. Because there are things | ought to be
doing. You can beapart of alegdigtic church. "I don't drink, smoke, cuss or chew... run around with
girlsthat do." Y ou don't do anything but you gill forget God in your life. Chrigtianity is more than smply
avoiding evil. If dl that the Chrigtian life was, was abunch of "don't"s-- don't do this, don't do that,
then everybody who is dead would qudify as a Christian, because they don't do anything.

Procragtination isa subtle trap -- it'sthe land of "Someday I'll..." "One of thesedays..." and you never
do because we presume upon tomorrow. "One of these days I'm going to get serious about God. I'm
redlly going to get committed.” God says you don't have any guarantee of tomorrow, none a al.

The solution is“Do it now”. Proverbs 3:27-28 "Do not withhold good from those who deserveit,
when it isin your power to act. Do not say to your neighbor, "Come back later; I'll giveit
tomorrow' -- when you now have it with you." If somebody comesto you and asks you afavor,
don't say "tomorrow -- later”. Don't procragtinate. 1f you can do it now, do it now.

There are three things you can do with your life: spend it, waste it, invest it. 'Y ou can waste your life;
thereare alot of ways. TV commercias will show you lots of ways to waste your time, money, life. Or
you can spend it. 'Y ou can spend your life trying to acquire things: fame, pleasure. Or you can invest
your life. The best use of lifeisto invest it on something thet is going to outlast it. "Heis no fool who
gives up that which he cannot keep for that which he cannot lose" -- Jm Elliot. What'sgoing to last
forever? The Word of God and people. People will last one of two places for eternity. Where | spend
my time now may determine where I'll spend eternity. Invest your life in things that will last -- the word
of God and people. Make it count.

There was acommercid years ago on TV by the Peace Corps. "It doesn't matter how long you live if
you're not doing anything with your life" \We worry about the duration -- how long are we going to live.
God worries about the donation -- what are you doing with it. Am | making my life count or frittering it
away on nonessentids, thingsthat aren't going to count. God says, Make your life count -- do it now!

Remember the story that Jesus told about the talents? The master gave one talent to one man, five to
another and ten to another. He left and came back yearslater. Two guys had doubled their money. (A
talent was aweight of gold.) The third man had taken his gold, buried it in the ground and did nothing
with it. The master said, “At least you could have put it in a passbook account and got interest on it!”
Hesad, "You wicked servant!" Why? What had he done? Nothing. That's wickedness. Doing
nothing with your lifeisbad. Make your life count.
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| can do dl kinds of things that keep me from doing those no-no snsbut if I'm not doing anything in a
positive sense, what does it matter? God said it doesn't!

Whatever you intend to do for the Lord, do it now! Not next week, next month, next year. Thinking
about witnessing to afriend and inviting him to church? Do it now! Thinking about teaching acdassand
getting involved in Bible sudy? Do it now! Thinking about starting to tithe and giving? Do it now! Do
your giving while you're living, then you're knowin' whereit'sgoin'.

A businessman in Dallas gives 50% of hisincome back to the Lord. Theré's aguy who's got the
concept of doing it now!

2 Corinthians 6 "Right now God is ready to welcome you. Today Heisready to save you!" When
isthe best time to get it together with God? Luke 12 Jesustold astory that illustrates what Jamesis
teaching in this passage of Scripture. He tdlls the story about a man who is very successful in life but he
made avery foolish decision. He made the same mistakes that James talks about -- dl three mistakes.
He planned without God. He presumed about tomorrow. He put off doing good. v. 16 " Jesus told
them a parable, The ground of a certain rich man produced good crop [literaly, abundant crop]
and he thought to himself "What shall | do. | have no place to store my crops.” Then he said,
"Thisiswhat I'll do. I'll tear down my barns and build bigger ones. And there | will store all my
grain and my goods and | will say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many
years. Takelifeeasy. Eat, drink, be merry,™ but God said to him “You fool. Thisvery night
your lifewill be demanded fromyou. Then who will get all that you have prepared for yourself.™

Thisguy has"I" problems-- dl he can sseishimsdf. Doing "my" thing for "me’. God says, "How
dumb!™ Y ou don't know how long you're going to live. Don't get morbid about it. Don't worry al the
time, “Am | going to dietonight?’ | invite you to give your life to Christ, not because you're going to die
tonight, but because you have to live tomorrow! Thefact is, none of us have any certainty how long
were going to be here. Just congider that in your planning and do three things: plan with God; don't
presume on tomorrow, but live today -- make it count; don't wait on the things you know are the right
things to do.

"Right now God is ready to welcome you. Today He isready to save you!" For some of you,
today isyour day to give your lifeto the Lord. Today. Not tomorrow. Not next week. Today! Inthe
book of Actsisthe story how Paul was a prisoner before King Felix in the northern part of Isragl. Paul
talked to the King, "Fdix, God has a plan for your life and God wants to work in your life. You're not
here by accident. Y ou weren't made and created just to breathe and take up space, get up in the
morning, go to work, come home and watch TV, go to bed, retire and die. Thereismoreto life than
that. 1t starts when you give your life to Jesus, God's Son, and you commit yoursdf to Him. He
becomes the manager of your life and He will direct you." Paul tels him exactly, "Start by getting in tune
with the Lord and establishing that relaionship with Him."

Fdix sad, "That's red interesting, Paul. Infact, I'd liketo hear more about it. \WWhy don't you come

back in afew days and well discussit some more?' He never got another chance. It's presumptuous
to depend on tomorrow.
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What are your plansfor the future? Have you set days, marked your calendar, scheduled appointments
and then prayed, "By theway, God, | want You to blessmy life" God says that's practica athelsm.
The person who acts asif God doesn't exist in his planning is no different than the person who doesntt
believe He exists. Does God have asay in your schedule or do you just fill it up? Does God have a

priority in your planning?

Let's get specific. Have you talked to God about how you're going to retire? Or have you just thought
you can do it any way you want to? Have you talked to God about your plansto go back to schooal, to
get that degree? Have you talked to God about your plans to get married, to get divorced, to date, to
remain Sngle? Don't you think He's interested in those kinds of things? Heis. Have you taked to God
about your business? A career change? Y our investments and how you spend your money?

Jamesis saying that none of us have any right to just plan our lives asif God doesn't even care. Check
in with Him firgt. Consult Him.

Do you have a tendency to take tomorrow for granted? "There will dways be time to spend time with
my kids. Right now we're just trying to make ends meet. Once we reach a certain economic leve, then
I'm going to spend more time with my husband/wife." Right! That's called the Saddleback Syndrome.
What darts out as a temporary condition ends up as a permanent lifestyle. People are going 100 miles
an hour, bringing in the bucks. And then once they have them, there are no relaionshipsleft. 1f you
only had aweek left, how would you spend it? What would you do with your husband, wife, children?

God says, live each day and each week asif it were your last. Don't get morbid about it. And plan for
the future. But you can only liveright now. That's what counts.

The number one way we presume on tomorrow is credit buying. An undue amount of credit buying is
presumption on the future. "We can afford it. Things are only going to get better!" That's presuming on
tomorrow. Live each day asif it were your last. James says you don't know what is going to happen.

Is God apartner in your business? How? Proveit. How do you know if God's a partner in your
business? Simple. Does He get part of the profits? Whoever heard of a business partnership where
one partner took dl the profits? | know there are men right here who tithe not only on their persond
account but on their business account. They say, "God's in my business so we tithe on the profits of my
businessincome." They write two checks a week.

What have you been knowing that you ought to do and you know is the right thing to do but you've just

been putting it off?..."Someday I'll get around to it." James says, “Do it now.” Right now! Don't walt.
"Someday I'm going to give my lifetotdly to God." Why not today? There's not a better time.
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Prayer:

Would you smply pray aprayer likethis? Maybe you've never opened your life to Jesus Chrigt.
Maybe you're not sure you have. Settleit today. Areyou absolutdly certain if you die you'd go to
heaven? You can be sure. Smply do what the Bible says. Giveyour lifeto Christ. He'sthe
bridgeto God. Pray, "God, | want You in my life. | redize Y ou made mefor apurpose. | want
to know what that purposeis. Asmuch as| know how, Jesus Chrigt, | ask Y ou to come into my
life and make Y ourself red to me. Help meto understand it more. | want Y ou to be the Chairman
of the Board in my life. | want You to cdl the shots. Lord, | don't want to do planning without
You. | want to open up my heart to You. Today." The Bible says, “Right now God isready to
welcomeyou.” Today Heisready to save you. Today's your day. God didn't bring you here by
accident. Today'syour day. Say, "Jesus, yes. | want You in my life. | want to be a Chritian.
Hedp mewith my problems™ Hewill.

Others of you are saying, "'l know I'm a Chrigtian. | know I've got God in my heart." The grestest
migakein lifeisto forget God, to leave Him out of your life. Even Chrigtians can do that. We can
go to church on Sunday, talk about the Lord, and never say “Hi” or “Bye’ again, consult Him, or
have any reference, much less, preference in our business, our families, our marriage, our
schoolwork. Some of you need to pray, "Lord help me not to plan without Y ou. | want You in my
plans. | want to know what Y our will is. Lord, help meto live one day a atime. Help meto plan
for tomorrow but to live in today, to not worry but to trust." The Bible says, “God will take care of
your tomorrow too.” We don't know what the future holds but we do know who holds the future.
That's security. Maybe you would say, "Lord, help me to stop putting off doing what | know |
ought to do." Maybe it'sto get involved with achurch. Maybe it'sto get help with a problem.
Maybe it's to change careers. Maybeit'sto restore ardationship. | don't know your heart but
God does. Today'sthe day. Don't procrastinate. Say in your heart, "Lord, help meto do whét |
know isright to do."

Father, | thank You that You are heretoday. | thank Y ou for your presence and for Y our word
that it's practical and it gppliesto our livesin areas we need it most. Help usto trust more, to not
depend so much on our own ability and ingenuity but redize that Y ou hold the keysto the future
and when our lifeisin Your hands, that's the safest place to be. Help usto do what we know we
ought to do. In Jesus name. Amen.
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